
1. Sugar Act

(1764)

British tax aimed at imported sugar,

molasses, and other goods imported into

the colonies; it also created a new

mechanism for enforcing compliance with

customs duties.

2. Stamp Act Legislation that required colonists to

purchase special stamps and place them

on all legal documents. Newspapers and

playing cards had to be printed on special

stamped paper.

3. Declaratory

Act

Passed at the same time that the Stamp Act

was repealed, the Act declared that

Parliament had the power to tax the

colonies both internally and externally, and

had absolute power over the colonial

legislatures.

4. Nonimportation

movement

A boycott against the purchase of any

imported British goods.

5. Continental

Congress

Representatives of the colonies met first in

Philadelphia in 1774 to formulate actions

against British policies; the Second (1775-

1789) conducted the war and adopted the

Declaration of Independence and the

Articles of Confederation.

6. Intolerable

Acts

Legislation passed by Parliament to punish

Bostonians for the Boston Tea Party. It

closed the Port of Boston; annulled the

Massachusetts colonial charter and

dissolved or severely restricted the

colony's political institutions; and allowed

British officials charged with capital crimes

to be tried outside the colonies.

7. Patriots Colonists who supported an independence

movement against Britain in response to the

end of salutary neglect

8. Loyalists Colonists who continued to support the

British monarchy

9. Common Sense

- Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine's influential pamphlet that

forcefully argued for American

independence, attacked the institution of

monarchy, and defended a democratic

theory of representative government.

10. Olive Branch

Petition

On July 8, 1775, the colonies made a final

offer of peace to Britain, agreeing to be

loyal to the British government if it

addressed their grievances (repealed the

Coercive Acts, ended the taxation without

representation policies). It was rejected by

Parliament, which in December 1775 passed

the American Prohibitory Act forbidding all

further trade with the colonies.

11. Declaration of

Independence

A list of grievances, written largely by

Jefferson, against King George III, justifying

the colonists right to revolt and declaring

separation from the crown.

12. Articles of

Confederation

America's first constitutional government in

effect from 1781-1788. This created a weak

decentralized form of government that

lacked the power to tax and compel state

obedience to treaties it negotiated.

13. Northwest

Ordinance of

1787

A major success of the Articles of

Confederation. Set up the framework of a

government for the Northwest territory. The

Ordinance provided that the Territory would

be divided into 3 to 5 states, outlawed

slavery in the Territory, and set 60,000 as

the minimum population for statehood.

14. Shays'

Rebellion

Occurred in the winter of 1786-7 under the

Articles of Confederation. Poor, indebted

landowners in Massachusetts blocked

access to courts and prevented the

government from arresting or repossessing

the property of those in debt. The federal

government was too weak to help Boston

remove the rebels, a sign that the Articles of

Confederation weren't working effectively.

15. Virginia Plan The Virginia Plan was created by James

Madison but presented to the Constitutional

Convention by Edmund Randolph, the

governor of Virginia, in 1787. This was a

proposal for a new form of government and

called for the number of votes each state

received in Congress to be based on

population rather than each state receiving

one vote.

16. New Jersey

Plan

The New Jersey Plan was one option as to

how the United States would be governed.

The Plan called for each state to have one

vote in Congress instead of the number of

votes being based on population. It was

introduced to the Constitutional Convention

by William Paterson, a New Jersey delegate.

17. Great

Compromise

At the Constitutional Convention, larger

states wanted to follow a plan, which based

each state's representation in Congress on

state population. Smaller states wanted to

follow the plan, which gave every state the

same number of representatives. The

convention compromised by creating the

House and the Senate, and using both of the

two separate plans as the method for

electing members of each.
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18. Federalists The group who supported the new U.S.

Constitution and a republican form of

government to replace the confederation.

19. The

Federalists

Papers

Pamplets written by John Jay, Alexander

Hamilton, and James Madison in strong

support of the Constitution. It responded to

Anti-Federalist criticism, provided analysis of

republican government and step by step

merits of the Constitution.

20. Anti-

Federalists

They opposed the ratification of the

Constitution because it gave more power to

the federal government and less to the

states, and because it did not ensure

individual rights. Many wanted to keep the

Articles of Confederation. The Antifederalists

were instrumental in obtaining passage of

the Bill of Rights as a prerequisite to

ratification of the Constitution in several

states.

21. Republican

motherhood

The theory that women's role in the new

republic was to be the moral compass and

pass on republican virtues to her children to

perpetuate the new nation. This role

emphasized women's importance in the

domestic sphere.

22. Constitutional

Convention

Beginning on May 25, 1787, they

recommended by the Annapolis Convention

was held in Philadelphia. All of the states

except Rhode Island sent delegates, and

George Washington served as president it

lasted 16 weeks, and on September 17, 1787,

produced the present form of government of

the United States, which was drafted largely

by James Madison.

23. Bill of Rights The first ten amendments to the Constitution,

which guarantee basic individual rights.

24. Electoral

college

A group of electors appointed by each state

who had the responsibility of picking the

president.

25. Republicans An opposition movement led by Jefferson

and Madison that opposed Federalist's

efforts to create a more powerful centralized

government.

26. Assumption

of debts

Hamilton's scheme for the federal

government to take over any outstanding

state debts.

27. Bank of the

United States

A bank chartered by the federal government.

It served as a depository for government

funds, helped bolster confidence in

government securities, made loans, and

provided the nation with stable national

currenty.

28. Jay's Treaty Diplomatic treaty negotiated by Federalist

John Jay in 1794. Britain agreed to compensate

the US for cargoes sized and promised to

vacate forts.

29. Whiskey

Rebellion

The armed uprising of the western

Pennsylvania farmers protesting the excise in

1794. It was a serious threat to the new federal

government authority.

30. Washington's

Farewell

Address

He warned against the dangers of political

parties and foreign alliances.

31. XYZ Affair The furor created when Americans learned

that three French officials demanded a bribe

from American diplomats as the price of

beginning negotiations.

32. Alien and

Sedition

Acts

Four laws designed to protect America from

the danger of foreign and domestic

subversion. The first three, Alien laws dealt

with immigration and naturalizatin. The

Sedition Act criminalizaed criticism of the

federal government.

33. States'

rights

A theory that the Constitution was a compact

among the states and that the indvidual states

retained the right to judge when the federal

government's actions were unconstitutional.

34. Gabriel's

Rebellion

A slave insurrection in Virginia, that drew

together free blacks and slave in a plot to

seize the Richmond arsenal and foment a

slave rebellion.

35. Virginia and

Kentucky

Resolutions

Written anonymously by Jefferson and

Madison in response to the Alien and Sedition

Acts, they declared that states could nullify

federal laws that the states considered

unconstitutional.


